SBlackburn  Slural  district  Counci 


Sfledical  Officer  s 

REPORT 

^ear  ending  S)ec.  Sist,  ^9iS 


Hollyville, 

Preston  New  Road, 

Blackburn, 

April  18th  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Blackburn 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1913,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  fifteen 
townships  composing  the  Blackburn  Rural  Sanitary  District. 


The  population  of  the  District,  according  to  the  census  of  1911,  is  9,435. 
The  two  Public  Institutions  in  the  District  which  admit  sick  and  infirm  people 
from  other  Districts — The  Lancashire  Inebriates  Reformatory,  and  the  Chorlton 
and  Manchester  Joint  Epileptic  Colony,  contained  515  inmates.  The  net 
population  would  be,  therefore,  8,920.  In  calculating  the  years  statistics  I have 
disregarded,  as  a rule,  the  515  residents  in  the  Institutions  in  the  District,  but 
where  necessary,  I shall  point  out  whether  this  has  or  has  not  been  done. 


The  area  of  the  District  is  20,150  acres,  and  I estimate  that  thej' 
approximately  2,167  occupied  houses,  giving  4T  inhabitants  to  each  inhac 
hosse.  The'  District  is  a scattered  one,  mainly  devoted  to  farming,  but  son 
the  Townships  foi'm  residential  suburbs  of  the  County  Borough  of  Blackbui 
while  in  four  of  the  Townships  there  are  one  or  more  cotton  mills  affordin 
employment  to  many  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  statistics  for  1913  are  slightly  less  favourable  than  were  those  of 
While  the  birth-rate  is  higher  the  death-rate  also  is  slightly  higher,  an/ 
infantile  death-rate  remains  much  the  same.  The  death-rate  from  Zyi 
Diseases  is  higher  due  to  the  occurrence  of  some  deaths  from  Diarrhoea, 
death-rates  from  Phthisis,  and  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  remain  n 
the  same 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  and  the  birth-rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  in  each  Township,  was  as  follows  : — 


Males. 


Mellor  . . . . . . 10 

Eamsgreave  . . . . 8 

Balderstone  . . . . 6 

Osbaldeston  . . . . 1 

Clayton-le-Dale  . . . . 3 

Billington  . . 16 

Wilpshire  . . 10 

Salesbury  . . . . 2 

Dinckley  . . . . . . 1 

Livesey  . . . . . . 13 

Witton  . . . . . . 0 

Pleasington  . . . . 3 

Tockholes  . . . . 7 

Ecoleshill..  ..  ..  5 

Yate  and  Pickup  Bank..  4 


Total  . . 89 


Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 


Females. 

Total. 

Population 

11 

21 

18-3 

6 

14 

33-3 

6 

12 

26'4 

0 

1 

6-5 

4 

7 

17-3 

15 

31 

20-9 

3 

..  13 

12-1 

3 

5 

18-8 

0 

1 

13  3 

23 

..  36 

20-3 

1 

1 

27-02 

6 

9 

18-9 

2 

9 

24-9 

5 

..  10 

29-2 

6 

10 

21-0 

. 91 

..  180 

20-1 

In  calculating  the  birth-rate  of  Billington  and  of  the  District  the  inmates  of 
the  Institutions  have  been  excluded  from  the  population. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  180  (89  males  and  91  females)  and  the  birth- 
rate was  20T  per  thousand  of  the  population.  In  1912  there  were  166  births 
and  the  birth-rate  was  18'6  while  in  1911  there  were  148  births  and  the  birth- 
rate was  16'5.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1913  was  23‘9  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  Although  the  birth-rate  of  the  District  is  still 
below  that  of  the  Country  as  a whole,  and  less  than  the  average  rate  for  the 
District  for  the  years  1903-1912,  still  the  progressive  decrease  which  has  been 
noted  annually  has  received  a check  for  the  second  year  in  succession. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  and  the  death-rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  in  each  township  was  as  follows  : — 


Mellor  . 

Males 
. ..  12 

Females 

4 

'I'otal 

16 

Rate  per  l.OUO 
oi  the 
population 
13-9 

Bamsgreave 

. . 4 

3 

7 

..  16-6 

Balderstone 

...  3 

0 

3 

6-6 

Osbaldeston  . . 

. . 2 

0 

2 

13-07 

Clayton-le-Dale  . 

...  3 

1 

4 

9-9 

Billington  . . 

. ..  20 

9 

29 

14-5 

Wilpshire  

. ..  3 

5 

8 

7-4 

Salesbury  

...  4 

2 

6 

22-6 

Dinckley 

. . . 0 

0 

0 

— 

Livesey 

. . 9 

12 

21 

11-8 

Witton  ; 

...  0 

0 

0 

— 

Pleasington 

. ..  3 

2 

5 

10-5 

Tockholes  

...  2 

2 

4 

1104 

Eccleshill  

. ..  2 

5 

7 

20-4 

Yate  & Pickup  Bank.  3 

3 

6 

. . 12-6 

Total  . . . 

. ..  70 

48 

118 

12-5 

The  death-rate  of  Billington  is  calculated  on  a population  of  1,993,  and 
of  the  whole  District  on  one  of  9,435,  the  number  of  inmates  of  the 
titutions  and  the  deaths  amongst  them  having  been  taken  into  account. 

There  were  118  deaths  in  the  District  (70  males  and  48  females)  and  the 
th-rate  was  12’5.  In  1912  there  were  108  deaths  and  the  death-rate  was  1T4. 
In  1911  there  were  119  deaths  and  the  death-rate  was  12’6.  This  uncorrected 
rate  for  1913  is  slightly  lower  than  the  average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 
The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1913  was  13'7. 

16  deaths  of  “ non-residents  ” occurred  in  the  District,  principally  in  the 
Public  Institutions,  and  13  deaths  of  “ residents  ” took  place  outside  the  District 
chiefly  in  the  Blackburn  and  East  Lancashire  Infirmary,  and  the  Blackburn 
Union  Workhouse.  In  the  following  tables  these  deaths  are  classified  as  to 
cause  and  age — 

Deaths  of  “non-residents  ” occurring  in  the  District. 


Under  1 to  .5  5 to  15  15  to  25  26  to  45  45  to  65  65  years 
Cause.  1 year,  years,  years,  years,  years,  years  and 

upwards 

Cancer  — ..  — ..  — . — ..  — ..  1..  — 

Bronchitis — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1.. — 

Pneumonia  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — 

Suicide  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — 

All  other  causes  — . — ..  — ..  1 ..  4 ..  5..  2 


Total — ..  1 ..  4 ..  9..  2 


8 


Deaths  of  “residents”  occurring  outside  the  District. 


Under  1 1 to  .5  1 to  1.5  15  to  25  25  to  45  45  to  65  65  years 

Cause  year  years  years  years  years  years  and 

upward  s 

Scarlet  Fever  .......  — . — ..  1 ..—  ..  — ..  — ..  — 

Phthisis — . — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — .. — 

Diphtheria  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — 

Cancer  — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 1 

Pneumonia  — — ..  — ..  — — ..  1..  — 

Appendicitis — ..  — ..  1 ..-  — — — 

Accident  . — — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — ..  — 

Ad  other  causes  1 ..  — ..—  ..  1 ..  1 1..  2 


Total  1 ..  1 ..  2 ..  3 ..  1 ..  2..  3 


The  exclusion  of  the  16  deaths  of  “ non-residents  ” and  the  inclusion  of  the 
13  deaths  of  “residents  ” give  the  corrected  total  number  of  deaths  as  115,  and 
a corrected  death-rate  of  12'8.  This  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  1912 
which  was  13'4. 

18  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  took  place  in  the  District,  and 
one  infant  belonging  to  the  District  died  outside  the  District.  I’he  rate  of  deaths 
under  one  year  per  thousand  births  was  105.  In  1912  the  rate  was  108,  and  in 
1911,  135.  The  infantile  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1913  was  109. 
The  greater  number  of  these  deaths  in  the  District  were  due  eitlier  to 
congenital  disease  or  nutritional  defects,  and  many  of  the  latter  are  preventable. 
Four  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Diarrhoea,  or  some  similar  condition.  Two  of 
the  19  infants  which  died,  were  illegitimate.  The  deaths  were  distributed 
amongst  the  d'ownships  as  follows  : — Mellor  2 ; Billington  4 ; Wilpshire  1 ; 
Salesbury  1 ; Livesey  5 ; Tockholes  1 ; Eccleshill  2 ; Yate  and  Pickup  Bank  3. 

In  the  following  table  the  infantile  deaths  are  classified  as  to  the  ages  at 
which  they  occurred  and  the  diseases  to  which  they  were  due  : — 


under 

weeks 

Total 

months 

Cause  of  Death. 

1 

week  1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

under 

1 mouth 

1-3 

3-6 

6-9 

Total 

9-12 

Tuber.  Meningitis  

. — ... — 

... — 

... — 

... 

..  

...  1 

..  

...-  ...  1 

Bronchitis  

. — ... — 

... 

... 

... 

..  1 

... 

...  1 

...—  ...  2 

Pneumonia  

. — ... — 

... 

... 

... 

...  1 

... 

... 

...  1 ...  2 

Diarrhoea  

... 

..  

...  1 

... 

...—  ...  1 

Enteritis  

. — ... — 

...  1 

... 

...  1 

...  2 

...— 

... 

...—  ...  3 

Syphilis 

. — ...— 

... 

... 

... 

..  

... 

...  1 

...—  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformation..  — ..  — 

... 

... 

... 

..  1 

... 

...  1 

...—  ...  2 

Premature  Birth 

. 1 ...— 

...  2 

... 

...  3 ... 

..  

... 

... 

...—  ...  3 

Atrophy,  &c 

. - ... — 

... 

...  1 

...  1 

— 

... 

... 

...—  ...  1 

Other  causes 

. 1 ...— 

... 

... 

...  1 

••  

... 

...  - 

...  2 ...  3 

Total 

. 2 ...— 

...  3 

...  1 

...  6 ... 

..  5 

...  2 

...  3 

...  3 ...19 

There  were  11  deaths  from  the  7 principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox, 
Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever — Typhus,  simple 
continued,  and  Enteric — and  Diarrhoea).  d’hese  11  deaths  were  caused  as 
follows  : — Scarlet  Fever  1 ; Diphtheria  3 ; Typhoid  Fever  2 ; Diarrhoea  5.  The 
Zymotic  death-rate  was  1'23.  In  1912  the  rate  was  0'44,  and  in  1911,  0'56.  The 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  during  1913  was  1’20.  The  increased 
rate  in  the  District  is  due  to  the  increased  incidence  of  Diarrhoea  during  the 
year,  the  hot  and  dry  summer  accounting  for  this,  d'he  deaths  were  distributed 
among  the  townships  as  follows  : — In  Ramsgreave — Enteric  Fever  1 ; In 
Billington — Enteric  Fever  1 ; Diarrhoea  1 ; In  Wilpshire-  Diarrhoea  1 ; In 
Livesey — Diarrhoea  2 ; In  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank — Diphtheria  2 ; Diarrhoea  1. 
One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Wilpshire,  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria  from 
Mellor,  died  in  the  Blackburn  Borough  Fever  Hospital. 
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There  were  6 deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the  year,  giving  a death-rate  0‘67. 
There  were  the  same  number  of  deaths  and  the  same  rate  in  1912.  In  1911 
there  were  7 deaths. 


Township  Sex  Age  Occupation 

Kanisgreave  F . . 42  years  . . Warper  in  a cotton  mill 

Clayton-le-Dale F ..  21  ,,  ..  Domestic  Servant 

Billington  F . . 26  ,,  . . School  Teacher 

,,  M . . 21  ,,  . . Farmer 

,,  M ..  29  ,,  • Builder’s  foreman 

Wilpshire  F . . 20  ,,  . . None 


The  second  death  in  the  above  table  actually  occurred  in  the  Liverpool 
Consumption  Hospital  having  been  sent  there  for  treatment.  There  was  one 
death  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

I'here  were  19  deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  and  the 
death-rate  was  2‘1.  In  1912  there  were  21  deaths,  and  the  rate  was2'3. 

The  mortality  from  all  causes  occurred  at  the  following  ages  — under  1 
year,  19  ; 1 and  under  2 years,  2 ; 2 and  under  5 years,  3 ; 5 and  under  15  years, 
7 ; 15  and  under  25  years,  7 ; 25  and  under  45  years,  14  ; 45  and  under  65 
years,  28  ; 65  years  and  upwards,  35. 

The  mortality  classified  as  to  its  causes,  was  as  follows — Enteric  Fever,  2 ; 
Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; Diphtheria,  3 ; Phthisis,  6 ; Tuberculous  Meningitis,  1 ; 
Cancer,  12  ; Organic  Heart  Disease,  16  ; Bronchitis,  9 ; Pneumonia,  9 ; other 
Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs,  1 ; Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  5 ; Appendicitis,  1 ; 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease,  2 ; Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition,  3 ; Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  including  Premature 
'Btffh,  u ; Violent  Deaths  excluding  Suicide,  3 ; Suicide,  2 ; other  defined  Diseases 
28  ; Diseases — ill  defined,  or  unknown,  5. 

In  these  two  tables  the  deaths  of  16  “non-residents”  have  been  excluded, 
and  the  deaths  of  13  “ residents  ” included. 

In  Mellor — Heart  Disease  caused  2 deaths  ; Cancer,  3 ; Pneumonia,  2 ; 
Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  I ; and  Suicide,  I.  In  Ramsgreave — Enteric  Fever 
caused  I death  ; Phthisis,  1 ; Heart  Disease,  I ; and  Nephritis,  1.  In  Balderstone — 
Heart  Disease  caused  2 deaths,  and  Cancer,  1.  In  Osbaldeston — Heart  Disease 
and  Pneumonia  each  caused  I death.  In  Clayton-le-dale — Heart  Disease  caused 
] death.  In  Billington — Enteric  Fever  caused  1 death  ; Pneumonia,  2 ; 
Bronchitis,  2 ; Phthisis,  3 ; Heart  Disease,  3 ; Cancer,  2 ; Nephritis,  1 ; 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  1.  In  Wilpshire — Phthisis  caused  1 death  ; Bronchitis, 
1 ; Heart  Disease,  2 ; Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  1.  In  Salesbury — Bronchitis 
caused  1 death  ; Heart  Disease,  1 ; Cancer,  I ; Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  I. 
In  Livesey — Tuberculosis  Meningitis  caused  1 death  ; Bronchitis,  1 ; Pneumonia, 
4 ; Heart  Disease,  3 ; Cancer,  3 ; Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  2 ; Diseases  of 
Parturition,  1 ; Accident,  2 ; Suicide,  1.  In  Pleasington — Bronchitis  caused  2 
deaths  and  Cancer,  1.  In  Tockholes — Heart  Disease  caused  1 death.  In 
Eccleshil] — Bionchitis  caused  3 deaths.  In  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank- -Diphtheria 
caused  2 deaths  ; Heart  Disease,  1 ; Cancer,  1 ; Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  1.  The 
remaining  deaths  in  each  Township  have  not  been  classified  except  as  being 
from  “ all  other  causes.”  Only  the  deaths  registered  in  the  District  have  been 
included  in  this  table. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  Births  and  Deaths,  the  Birth  and 
Death  Rates,  and  the  Infantile,  Phthisis  and  Zymotic  Death  Rates  for  the  whole 
of  the  District  for  the  ten  years,  1903-12,  with  the  averages  of  those  years  : — 
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Bii’tlis  Deaths  under  1 j'ear  of  age  Deaths  at  all  ages  Zymotic  Phthisis 


Year 

Number  Rate 

Number 

Rate 

N umber 

Rate 

Death  rate  Death  rate 

1903  - 

- 205  — 24-8 

— 21  — 

102 

— 108  — 

13-1 

— 0-72 

— 0-60 

1904  - 

- 182  — 22-09 

— 23  — 

126 

— Ill  — 

13-4 

— 1-45 

— 0-60 

190.5  - 

- 139  — 16-8 

— 7 - 

50 

— 93  — 

11.2 

— 0-60 

— 0-60 

1906  - 

- 192  — 23-3 

— 18  — 

93 

— 108  — 

13-1 

— 0-60 

— 0-60 

1907  - 

- 160  — 18-2 

— 20  — 

125 

— 116  — 

13-2 

— l-"2 

— 1-1 

1908  - 

- 19  1 — 23-06 

— 14  — 

73 

— 104  — 

11-8 

— 0-12 

— 0-72 

1909  - 

- 176  — 21-3 

— 17  — 

96 

— 128  — 

14-6 

— 1-2 

— 0.24 

191')  — 

- 173  — 21-0 

— 13  — 

75 

— 108  — 

12-3 

— 0-60 

— 0 84 

1911  — 

- 148  — 16  5 

— 20  — 

135 

— 119  — 

12-6 

— 0 56 

— 0-67 

1912  - 

- 166  — 18-6 

— 18  — 

108 

— 108  — 

11-4 

— 0-44 

— 0-67 

Average  for 

years 

19031 
1912  [ 

- 174  — 20-5 

— 17  — 

98 

— 110  — 

12-6 

— 0-73 

— 0-C6 

1913  - 

- 180  — 2)-l 

— 19  — 

105 

— 118  — 

12-5 

— 1-23 

— 0-67 

Tweaty-six  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  tke  year.  Of 
these  9 were  of  Diphtheria,  5 of  Erysipelas,  8 of  Scarlet  Fever,  3 of  Enteric  Fever, 
and  1 of  Puerperal  Fever.  These  cases  were  distributed  amongst  the  townships 
as  follows: — In  Mellor — Diphtheria,  2.  In  Rainsgreave — Enteric  Fever,  1.  In 
Balderstone — Diphtheria,  1 ; Erysipelas,  1.  In  Olayton-le-Dale — Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; 
Enteric  Fever,  1.  In  Billington — Diphtheria,  3 ; Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; Enteric 
Fever,  1;  Erysipelas,  2.  In  Wilpshire — Scarlet  Fever,  3.  In  Livesey  — 
Diphtheria,  1 ; Scarlet  Fev^er,  1 ; Puerperal  Fever,  1 ; Erysipelas,  1.  In 
Tockholes — Scarlet  Fever,  2.  In  Yate  and  Picktip  Bank — Diphtheria,  2. 


The  age  distribution  of  these  notified  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  as 
follows  : — 

Under  1 to  .5  5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  45  45  years 

Disease  1 year.  years.  years.  years.  years.  and 

upwards 


Scarlet  Fever — ..  3 ..  5 ..  — ..  — ..  — 

Diphtheria 1 ..  2 ..  4 ..  1 ..  1 ..  — 

Enteric  Fever — — ..  — ..  1 ..  2 ..  — 

Erysipelas  — ..  1 ..  1 ..  1 ..  2 ..  — 

Puerperal  Fever  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — 


Total 1..  6..  10..  3..  6..  0 


Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Wilpshire  and  two  cases  of  Diphtheria 
from  Mellor  were  removed  to  the  Blackburn  Borough  Fever  Hospital. 

There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  District,  all  these 
notified  cases  being  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year.  One  of  the  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever  occured  at  the  Inebriates’  Reformatory  and  when  the  patient 
died,  the  death  was  provisionally  allocated  to  an  address  in  Greenwich,  but  as 
this  address  was  found  to  be  that  of  a men’s  lodging  house  the  death  was  finally 
allotted  to  this  District.  It  was  not  found  possible  to  trace  the  origin  of  any  of 
the  three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  ileasles  during 
April  in  Livesey  but  the  prompt  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease  were  attended  with  success.  249  visits  were  paid  to  infected  houses 
during  the  year  and  15  houses  were  fumigated  and  disinfected. 

Twelve  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  to  me  on  Form  A.  i.e.  the  first 
notification ; and  two  cases  were  notified  on  Form  D — from  Institutions  on  the 
patients  leaving,  the  case  having  previously  been  notified  on  Form  A.  Of  the 
cases  notified  on  Form  A,  8 were  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  4,  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis.  All  these  cases  are  visited  and  precautionary  advice  and  instructions 
are  given  with  a view  to  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  for  removing 
conditions  favourable  to  infection. 
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Nothing  further  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  an  isolation 
hospital  for  the  district,  as  no  arrangement  has  been  come  to  with  any 
neighbouring  District  for  a joint  hospital.  Cases  are  received,  at  times,  into  the 
Blackburn  Borough  Fever  Hospital,  by  arrangement. 

No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year,  and  the  health  of  the  children 
attending  the  elementaiy  schools  in  the  District  was  good. 

There  are  17  factories  and  15  workshops  on  the  Register.  30  visits  were 
paid  to  these  places  and  the  sanitary  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

1 have  visited  periodically  and  systematically  the  whole  of  the  District. 

The  houses  in  the  District  are  being  visited  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909.  During  1913,  220 
houses  were  inspected,  bringing  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected  since  the 
inspection  began  to  700.  None  of  the  houses  inspected  were  considered  to  be 
in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
Many  defects,  mostly  of  a minor  structural  nature,  were  discovered  and  remedied 
on  the  owner’s  attention  being  drawn  to  the  matter.  9 priv’es  were  abolished, 
4 being  converted  to  Avater  closets  and  5 to  pail  closets.  26  ashpits  Avere 
replaced  by  aslibins,  and  16  ashbins  Avere  provided  in  place  of  other  less  suitable 
receptacles.  As  examples  of  other  defects  discovered  and  remedied  under  this 
Act  I may  mention  AvindoAAS  not  made  to  open,  premises  requiring  re-draining, 
defective  slop  pipes  and  rain-water  pipes,  absence  of  flushing  cisterns. 

The  A arious  seAA^age  disposal  Avorks  in  the  District  have  been  under  my 
observation  and  have  Avorked  satisfactorily.  In  Langho  there  are  open  septic 
tanks,  bacteria  beds  and  land  filtration.  In  Wilpshire  open  tanks,  settlement 
tanks  and  filtration  areas.  In  Mellor  Brook  there  are  closed  septic  tanks  and 
single  contact  filters.  Mellor,  Eccleshill,  Pleasington  and  Livesey  have  tanks 
and  land  irrigation. 

I have  examined  the  Avater  supplies  of  the  various  toAvnships.  Mellor 
Brook  is  supplied  from  the  Manchester  Corporation  mains,  other  parts  of  the 
District  are  supplied  from  the  Blackburn  Corporation  mains,  while  still  other 
parts  derive  the  supply  from  private  reservoirs  and  AA^ells.  The  water  from  one  AA'ell 
in  'I'ockholes  Avhich  supplied  three  cottages  AA'as  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption. 
As  it  Avas  found  impossible  to  discover  the  source  of  the  pollution,  the  use  of 
the  water  from  the  well  Avas  discontinued.  In  another  case  Avhere  sewage 
contamination  Avas  suspected,  analyses  were  made,  but  the  Avater  was  found  to 
be  fit  foi  both  drinking  and  domestic  use  generally. 

Periodically  I have  visited  the  CoAvsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  District,  and 
found  that  their  condition  Avas  improved.  Where  structural  and  other  defects 
Avere  found  and  pointed  out  to  the  oAAmers,  they  were  usually  attended  to  at 
once.  However  in  one  instance,  rather  than  carry  out  the  alterations  necessary 
to  place  the  farm  in  a sanitary  state,  the  OAvner  closed  it.  143  of  the  farms  in 
the  District  are  registered  as  being  occupied  by  cowkeepers  and  purveyors  of 
n.ilk.  Ov'er  300  visits  were  paid  to  these  places.  There  are  no  retailers  of  milk 
in  the  District  with  the  exception  of  these.  No  action  has  been  taken  in 
causing  dairy  coavs  to  be  examined  for  tuberculosis,  and  no  carcases  nor  parts  of 
carcases  have  been  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 
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The  slaughter  houses  in  the  District  have  been  visited  and  found  to  be  in 
a satisfactory  state.  The  premises  of  butchers  and  fishmongers  in  the  District 
h ave  been  periodically  visited  and  inspected. 

In  the  township  of  Livesey  the  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  by  contract,  in  the  remainder  of  the  District  it  is  done  by  the  O'wners 
and  occupiers  of  the  houses. 

93  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  served  and  most  of  the  nuisances  were 
subsequently  abated.  Among  the  nuisances  complained  of  were  the  following  : — 
In  Mellor — defective  drains,  yard  requiring  flagging,  dirty  closets.  In 
Osbaldeston — ashpits  requiring  emptying.  In  Billington — closets  requiring 
emptying,  keeping  hens  in  cellar,  cesspool  requiring  emptying,  defective  slop- 
pipes,  ashpits  requiring  emptying,  houses  requiring  cleansing,  22  pail-closets 
were  converted  to  water  closets.  In  Wilpshire — ashpits  and  cesspools  requiring 
emptying.  In  Dinckley — keeping  pigs  in  dwelling  house.  In  Livesey — dirty 
closets,  dirty  house  to  cleanse,  workshops  requiring  limewashing,  closets 
requiring  doors.  In  Tockholes — keeping  hens  in  cellar.  In  Eccleshill— 
cesspool  requiring  emptying.  In  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank — midden  requiring 
emptying,  service  pipes  requiring  repairs. 

Attached  is  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

I remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  R.  POLLARD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  for  the 

Year  ending  1913. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  giving  details  of  the  work  done 
by  me  during  the  year  1913. 

Inspection  of  the  District  and  Removal  of  Nuisances. 

.\s  in  previous  years,  regular  inspections  of  the  courts,  yards,  and. passages 
within  the  District  have  been  made,  and  the  nuisances  discovered  during  such 
inspections  have  been  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
various  Health  Acts. 

The  nuisances  discovered  were  of  a varied  nature,  many  being  of  such  a 
character  as  to  require  no  structural  alteration  to  property  to  procure  abatement, 
therefore,  in  many  instances,  verbal  intimation  to  the  persons  responsible  was 
sufficient  to  bring  about  the  desired  results. 

In  cases,  however,  where  the  nuisances  arose  from  structural  defects,  &c., 
from  the  absence  of  sanitary  appliances,  the  usual  informal  notices  were  served 
upon  the  owners. 

Summary  of  Work  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Visits  and  Ee- visits  to  Houses 188 

Notices  and  Ijetters  served  93 

Slaughter-house  linspections 165 

Cowshed  Inspectons 291 

Houses  Disinfected 15 

Drains  Tested  11 

Visits  to  Infected  Houses 209 


Nuisances  Abated. 


To  remove  rubble  drains  from  under  dwellinghouse — Mellor 1 

To  re-lay  drains  and  connect  to  sewer — Mellor ; 1 

To  re-flag  yard  surface — Mellor 1 

Keeping  pig  in  dwellinghouse — Dinckley 1 

Pail  closets  abolished  ; water  closets  substituted — Billiugton 22 

Dirty  closet  to  cleanse — Livesey  ; Billington 6 

Foul  closet  basin  to  cleanse— Mellor  ; Billington  4 

Dirty  house  to  cleanse — Livesey  ; Billington 2 

To  remove  house  refuse 9 

To  empty  pail  closets — Billington 7 

To  limewash  workshop — Livesey 1 

Additional  ventilation  to  workshop — Livesey 1 

Keeping  hens  in  cellar — Tockholes  and  Billington  3 

To  repair  service  pipes — Yate  and  Pickop  Bank  1 

To  empty  cesspool  — Wilpshire  and  Billington  2 

To  empty  and  cleanse  manure  stead — Eccleshill  and  Yate  and  Pickop  Bank  2 

To  remove  dilapidated  manure  tubs — Billington  2 

To  render  bedroom  walls  dry — Billington  1 

To  repair  defective  slop  pipes  Billington 4 

To  provide  doors  and  coverings  for  closets — Livesey 1 

To  empty  ashpit — Osbaldeston,  1;  Billington,  2;  Wilpshire,  2 5 
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Inhabited  Travelling  Vans. 

During  the  year  six  inspections  were  made  of  travelling  vans  used  for 
human  habitation. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  met  with,  and  they  were  found  to  be  in  a 
very  clean  condition. 

The  butchers  and  fishmongers  who  carry  on  their  business  within  our 
District  are  kept  under  close  observation  with  a view  of  preventing  any  unsound 
food  being  offered  for  sale. 

Slaughter-houses. 

The  slaughter-houses  in  t!ie  District  are  inspected  weekly,  and  the  carcase 
of  meat  are  thoroughly  examined  before  being  offered  for  sale.  During  such 
inspections  I always  find  a willingness  on  the  part  of  the  butchers  to  produce  all 
internal  organs,  thereby  making  the  inspections  more  uniform. 

Smoke  Observations. 

During  the  year  thirteen  smoke  observations  were  taken,  each  consisting  of 
one  hour’s  duration,  and  on  no  occasion  was  there  any  need  for  complaint. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Two-hundred-and-nine  visits  were  paid  to  infected  houses,  and  each  case 
was  thoroughly  investigated  with  a view  to  discovering  the  cause  or  origin  of 
the  disease. 

Printed  instructions  were  left  at  each  house  as  to  the  isolation  of  the 
infected  persons  and  the  disinfection  of  the  infected  articles,  &c.,  connected 
with  the  disease. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free,  and  on  the  recovery  of  the  patient  the 
clothes  and  bedding,  &c.,  are  fumigated  in  the  room  with  formaldehyde. 

In  case  the  infected  person  was  a child  attending  school,  the  school 
authorities  were  informed  and  instructions  from  the  Medcial  Offieer  are  given 
to  keep  all  contacts  (if  any)  away  from  school  until  the  Medical  Attendant 
certifies  the  house  to  be  free  from  infection. 

The  free  supply  of  disinfectants  within  the  District  is  duly  appreciated. 

From  my  inspections  during  the  year  I find  that  people  are  taking  a 
greater  interest  in  the  matters  relating  to  sanitation  in  and  around  their 
dwellings,  and  from  this  increased  interest  an  improvement  in  health  must  be 
effected. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

We  have  on  our  register  one-hundred-and-forty-three  cowkeepers  and 
purveyors  of  milk. 

During  the  year  two-hundred-and-ninety-one  visits  were  made. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  farmstead  known  as  Morris  Bank 
Farm,  Livesey,  has  now  been  closed,  the  owner  taking  this  course  in  preference 
to  carrying  out  the  necesssary  alterations  in  order  to  remedy  the  insanitary 
condition. 
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The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year — 


To  1 e-pave  cowshed  floors  3 

To  remove  drains  outside  the  cowshed 6 

To  limewash  cowsheds  11 

Cowsheds  to  cleanse  5 

New  iliains  to  cowsheds  provided 3 

Stable  drains  removed  from  inside  to  outside 1 

New  manure  tanks  provided 2 

Fai’mhouse  re-drained 1 

Liquid  from  manure  flowing  over  highway 6 

Additional  lighting  to  cowshed 2 

Dirty  utensils  to  cleanse 3 

To  raise  ceiling  of  cowshed . . 1 

Storing  manure  in  cowshed  1 

To  cleanse  yard  surfaces 4 

To  empty  manure  stead 12 

To  empty  manure  tanks 11 

To  repair  yard  surfaces  2 

Additional  lighting  and  ventilation  to  stable  3 

Pigsty  to  cleanse  2 

Stables  re-paved  1 

Additional  lighting  to  stables  1 


As  soon  as  information  is  received  with  respect  to  cattle  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913,  the  premises  are  visited 
immediately  and  enquiries  made  as  to  the  precautions  adopted  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  also  instructions  are  given  as  to  the  disposal  of  milk  from 
animals  so  suffering  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops’  Order 

Housing  and  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909. 

During  the  year  a great  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  making 
inspections  of  houses  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act. 

No  fewer  than  220  houses  were  inspected  under  the  above-named  Act,  and 
the  nuisances  discovered  were  of  a varied  nature,  and  in  most  cases  tending  to 
structural  defects. 

Nature  of  Defects  Remedied  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning, 

&c..  Act. 


Defective  chimney  stacks  to  repair 23 

To  cover  ashpits 7 

To  provide  ashes  receptacles — ash-bins  provided 16 

To  re-drain  premises  and  connect  to  sewer  4 

To  render  living  room  walls  dry  1 

Privies  converted  to  water-closets  4 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets  5 

Defective  bedroom  floor 1 

Windows  made  to  open 8 

Defective  slop  pipes  6 

Ashpits  abolished — ashbins  provided 26 

Additional  lighting  to  kitchen 1 

Defective  rain-water  pipes. 6 

Defective  ceiling 1 

Defective  plaster  on  gable  end 2 

To  cement  round  gulley  top 1 

To  whitewash  walls  and  ceilings 2 

Defective  easing  troughs  to  repair  6 

To  repair  flagging  around  gulley  top 1 

Long  hopper  closets  abolished— wash-down  type  substituted 4 

To  provide  flushing  cisterns 4 
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Advantage  is  being  taken  by  tbe  adoption  of  the  “ Regulation  ” Dust-bin 
with  cover,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  number  adopted  ; in  some  cases  ashpits  are 
being  abolished  in  order  to  adopt  them ; and  I am  convinced  from  a large 
experience  that  when  the  advantages  of  these  bins  are  better  known  a good 
many  more  will  be  in  use. 

A further  great  improvement  has  been  effected  at  the  property  in  Farmer’s 
Row,  Livesey. 

The  houses  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  row  have  now  been  provided 
with  separate  yards,  closets,  and  ash-tub  accommodation,  previous  to  this  woi’k 
being  carried  out,  the  closets  were  all  grouped  together  ; and  in  case  a nuisance 
arose  through  the  want  of  cleansing,  &c.,  a difficulty  was  experienced  in 
ascertaining  as  to  whom  the  closet  belonged. 

A good  improvement  is  also  being  effected  at  York  Cottages,  Langho. 

At  this  property,  separate  yard  accommodation,  &c.,  is  being  provided,  and 
the  work  is  being  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Yours  obediently, 

HERBERT  EGGLESTON,  o.r.s.i.. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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